

POLOCROSSE ASSOCIATION OF SOUTH AFRICA


                            -------------     CODE OF CONDUCT --------------

SECTION 1:
DEFINITIONS

In this Code of Conduct unless the context otherwise indicates -

(i) “Affiliated Member” means a person who is a member of a Polocrosse Club approved by, and part of one of the Provinces, and is registered with and /or affiliated to the Association.

(ii) “Association” shall mean the Polocrosse Association of South Africa.

(iii) “Associations” Disciplinary Committee means the Disciplinary Committee elected by the Executive Committee of PASA.

(iv) “Club” means a Club approved by and forming part of a Province.

(v) “Code” shall mean the Code of conduct approved by the Executive Committee of the Polocrosse Association of South Africa in accordance with is authority prescribed in Clause 13(d), of the Constitution of the Association.

(vi) “Player” shall mean any affiliated member of the Association.

(vii) “Province” means the Executive Committee of, and/or, a Provincial Polocrosse Association approved by the Association.

(viii) “Provincial Disciplinary Committee” shall mean the Disciplinary Committee appointed by a Province.

(ix) “The Executive” means the Executive Committee of the Association as constituted under Clause 11 of the Constitution of the Association.

SECTION 2:
CODE :

1.1 This Code shall be applicable to, and binding on, any player whether on or off the field of play.

1.2 All players shall be supplied with a copy of the Code and thereafter will be expected to be aware of and familiarise one’s self with the provisions thereof.

1.3 Players shall, while engaged in a game of Polocrosse wear only clothing and use only equipment which complies with the Rules of Polocrosse and which is approved by the Association, the Province and the player’s club.

1.3.1 NO COMMERCIAL LOGO may be worn or displayed by any player, on his/her clothes, horse or equipment, without prior approval of the Association in writing.

1.3.2 Players shall, while attending any of the official functions stated below, dress according to the standards laid down by the Executive from time to time and attached to the Code as Annexure “A”.

a) Functions organised by the Association or Province.

b) Functions at which a player represents the Association, Province or a Club.

c) Meeting of the Executive.

d) General meetings of the Association.

e) Prize giving after tournaments.

f) Umpiring of games of polocrosse at tournaments organised by the Association, the Province, or a Club.

1.4 No Player shall threaten, attempt to assault or assault any player or other person.

1.5 No Player shall abuse or dispute an Umpire’s or Referee’s decision, or react in a provocative or disapproving manner towards an Umpire, Referee or his/her decision.

Notwithstanding the aforegoing a player is entitled to request, in a courteous manner, clarification of an Umpire’s or Referee’s decision.

1.6 No Player shall use crude and/or abusive language. An Umpire is expected to caution the player and advise the Captain of his concern before reporting any Player for this type of behavior.

1.7 No Player shall use crude or abusive hand signals.

1.8 Players shall at all times be bound and abide by the Constitution, by-laws, Rules and Regulations of the Association, Provinces are expected to assist and advise players in this regard.

1.9 No Player shall engage in acts of misconduct or unruly behavior in public, whilst representing South Africa, his/her Province or his/her Club.

1.10 No Player may by way of his actions or statements bring the game of Polocrosse into Disrepute.

1.11 No Player may owe any sum of money or fees, goods, or services in connection with the game of Polocrosse to the Association, a Province, or a Club for a period in excess of three (3) calendar months.

In the event of any Player being in contravention of this section he/she shall, in addition to the provisions described in Section 2.12 of the Code, forfeit his/her right to and be debarred from being selected to any Club, Province or National team of Polocrosse until proof is received that such monies owing have been paid in full, or that acceptable arrangements have been agreed by the Player with the Club, Province or the Association.

1.12 Any Player alleged to have contravened any of the aforegoing sub-sections of the Code shall be liable to report on such contravention being lodged and being subject to the procedure hereinafter prescribed. If found guilty the Player shall be liable to the penalties prescribed in section 7 hereof.

SECTION3:
ELIGIBILITY TO LODGE REPORTS

 Reports on allegations of contravention of the Code may be submitted by :-

(i) Either one of the Captains participating in a game in which a contravention is alleged to have occurred.

(ii) Either or both of the officiating Umpires or the Referee in a game in which a contravention is alleged to have occurred.

(iii) The President/Chairman of the Province of an affiliated Club which is participating in a game or tournament.

(iv) The President of the Association.

(v) A Manager of a participation Club, Province or National team.

(vi) A member of the Association’s Disciplinary Committee.

(vii) A member of the Provincial Disciplinary Committee.

SECTION 4:

ELECTION OF DISIPLINARY COMMITTEE

1.1 Not later than three (3) months after the Annual General Meeting of the Association the Executive shall elect a Chairman and a vice Chairman and one (1) additional member, all of whom shall be affiliated members, who shall constitute the Association’s Disciplinary Committee.

1.2 At the Annual General Meeting of the Province, the Province shall elect a Chairman, a vice Chairman, and one (1) additional member, all of whom, shall be affiliated members, and shall constitute the Provincial Disciplinary Committee.

1.3 The Secretary of each Province shall within one month of the election of the Provincial Disciplinary Committee notify the Secretary of the Association and the Secretaries of all the clubs within their Province, of the names of the Chairman and members of the Provincial Disciplinary Committee.

1.4 The Chairman of the Association’s Disciplinary Committee, and the Chairman of the Provincial Disciplinary Committee, shall each be responsible for maintaining a register of all members of the Provincial Disciplinary Committee.

Details of all those reports, the action taken and the results thereof shall be forwarded by the Chairman of the respective Committees, as soon as possible to the Secretary of the Association for submission to the next meeting of the Executive.

SECTION 5 :

ALLEGED CONTRAVENTION OF THE CODE :

PROCEDURE IN RESPECT OF CLUB GAMES, AND LOCAL AND PROVINCIAL TOURNAMENTS ORGANISED BY AND/OR UNDER AUSPICES OF THE PROVINCE

5.5.1 Reports by the Captains on Allegations on Contravention of the Code.

Where a Captain of a Team participating in any game, series of games, or tournament believes a member or his/her team has contravened the Code he/she shall, within 24 hours of the alleged contravention taking place on the field, or 7 days of any alleged contravention taking place elsewhere, submit a written report (dated, and signed by him/her) containing a summary of the circumstances resulting in the allegations to the Chairman of the Provincial Disciplinary Committee, who shall immediately advise the player who is the subject of the report, and, if the report refers to the allegations having taken place on the field, the Chairman of the Provincial Disciplinary Committee shall advise the Umpires and/or Referee of the game, and advise the Captain of the opposing team.

5.1.2 Reports by Umpire and/or Referee on Allegation of Contravention of the Code.

In addition to the authority conferred on Umpires and/or Referees in any game of Polocrosse in the Rules of the game approved by the Association, the Umpire and/or Referee, if he/she believes a player participating in any game of which he/she is in charge has contravened the Code, shall be entitled to lodge a report within 24 hours of the alleged contravention taking place.

5.1.3 Reports by other persons on Allegations of Contravention of the Code.

When any other person referred to in sub-section (iii) – (vii) of section 3 of this Code believes a player has contravened the code he shall, within 24 hours of the alleged contravention taking place, submit a written report (dated and signed by him/her) containing a summary of the circumstances resulting in the allegation to the Chairman of the Provincial Disciplinary Committee who shall immediately advise the player who is the subject of the report, the player’s team Captain, the Umpire and/or Referee if it concerns them, and the Captain of the opposing team if the alleged contravention occurred on the field, of the allegations.

SECTION 5.2 :

HEARING OF ALLEGATION AND CONSIDERATION OF REPORT ON ALLEGATON.  FINDINGS AND DECISION

5.2.1 Upon receiving a report containing allegations of contravention of the Code, and having advised the person who is the subject of the report and others involved, in accordance with sections 5.1.1. 5.1.2 or 5.1.3 hereof of the allegations, the Chairman of the Provincial Disciplinary Committee shall immediately convene a meeting of his/her Committee to be held at a place and time decided by him/her.

All persons whom the Chairman of the Provincial Disciplinary Committee advised of the report on the allegation of contravention of the Code, and the player who signed and lodged the report, and also the vice Captain of the team if its Captain is the subject of the report, shall attend the meeting.

If after ten (ten) minutes of the time decided by the Chairman for the meeting to commence, any person who was advised of the allegations of contravention of the Code, and who is required to attend the meeting, or any member of the Provincial Disciplinary Committee, is not present, the Chairman shall commence the meeting and allow it to proceed without those absent persons or members, provided that not more than one Committee Member is absent.

5.2.2 The Provincial Disciplinary Committee shall then hear evidence from any person present at the meeting who was advised of the report of allegations of contravention and any other interested person who was a witness to the alleged contravention of the Code who may wish to give evidence.

5.2.3 The person who lodged the report and the player who is the subject of the report may cross-examine any witness, and the Chairman and members of the Provincial Disciplinary Committee may question any of the persons giving evidence.

At the conclusion of all evidence and cross examination the Chairman of the Provincial Disciplinary Committee will announce the Committee’s findings and decision on the alleged contravention of the Code, or he/she may adjourn the meeting to consult the members who are present and thereafter the Committee Meeting will resume and the Chairman shall announce his/her Committee’s findings and the decision on the allegation and report.

5.2.4 The findings and decision shall be confirmed in writing by the Chairman to all parties within five (5) days after the conclusion of the Provincial Disciplinary Committee meeting.

5.2.5 A copy of the letter of confirmation of the findings, and decision shall be forwarded to the Secretary of the relevant Provincial Association, the Chairman of the Associations  ( P.A.S.A ) Disciplinary Committee and the Secretary of the Association ( P.A.S.A ).

5.2.6 PRESS REPORT
Only the Chairman of the Provincial Disciplinary Committee and/or the President of the Association ( P.A.S.A ) may after the conclusion of the Disciplinary Committee Meeting notify the press and/or other media, of the report of contravention and the result of the inquiry.

SECTION 6:

ALLEGED CONTRVENTION OF THE CODE: PROCEDURE IN RESPECT OF PROVINCIAL AND OTHER TOURNAMENTS ORGANISED BY, AND BEING THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE ASSOCIATION.

Subject to the deletion of the word “Province”, “Provincial Disciplinary Committee” and “Provincial Secretary” and the substitution with the words “Association”, “Association’s Disciplinary Committee” and “ Association’s Secretary”, respectively wherever they appear in the following sections :-

5.1.1 Reports by the Captains on Allegations of Contravention of the Code.

5.1.2 Reports by Umpire and/or Referee on Allegation of Contravention of the Code.

5.1.3 Reports by other persons on Allegation of Contravention of the Code.

5.2.1 – 5.2.6

Hearing of Allegations and Consideration of Report on Allegation. Findings and Decision.

The procedure contained in those sections shall also apply, in the same manner, to reports on alleged contravention of the Code by players participating in tournaments organised by, and being the responsibility of, the Association.

SECTIONS 7:

PENALTIES.

On being found guilty of contravention of the Code of Conduct by Provincial Disciplinary Committee or the Association’s Disciplinary Committee the player shall be liable to any of the following penalties :

a) A reprimand for a first offence,or

b) A fine, payment of which may be suspended for a period not exceeding 12 months, or

c) A suspension from playing Polocrosse for his/her club, Province or Country for a period not exceeding 12 months.

7.2 Any fine imposed on a player shall be paid to the Association’s secretary within seven days of its being imposed or within a period as may be agreed upon by the player and the Provincial or Association’s Disciplinary Committee, whichever is applicable.

Any failure by the player, Province or Club to pay the fine in full within the time specified shall render the players ineligible for selection to a team in any game or tournament under control of his/her club, Province or the Association until the fine is paid in full.

SECTION 8:

GENERAL 

If either the Chairman of the Provincial Disciplinary Committee or the Chairman of the Association Disciplinary Committee is not available for any reason to accept the report on allegations of contravention of the Code as required in terms of this Code, the report shall be presented to the vice Chairman of the relevant Disciplinary Committee who shall act as Chairman and carry out all the functions of Chairman as prescribed in this Code.

The acting Chairman shall also co-opt onto the relevant Disciplinary Committee another player as a member of the Committee with full voting rights.

In the event of the Chairman and the vice-Chairman of either the Provincial or the Association’s Disciplinary Committee being not available for any reason the Presidents of the Province and the President of the Association respectively shall, as a matter of urgency, act as Chairman of the respective Disciplinary Committee and co-opt one other player as member with full voting rights to consider and finalise the report on the allegation of contravention of the Code.

SECTION 9:

APPEALS

Any player found to have contravened the Code has the right to appeal against the findings and decision of the Provincial Disciplinary Committee or the Association’s Disciplinary Committee and if the player elects to do so, Notice of Appeal, and the reasons therefor, shall be lodged with the Secretary of the Association ( for information) and the Secretary of the Arbitration Foundation of Southern Africa 

( A F S A ) within thirty (30) days of the findings and decision having been announced. All appeals will be addressed to, and be heard and finalised by, the Arbritration Foundation of Southern Africa ( A F S A ), c/o National Sports Council,…………..

SECTION 10:

GENDER

The male gender in this Code also includes the female gender.

