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POLOCROSSE ASSOCIATION OF                
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Secretary –Ashleigh Shaw, P O Box 46216 Bishopstowe 3252 Cell:  0748916657  Fax:  086 571 5903 Email: pasa@futurenet.co.za

20 January 2017
Dear PASA Members

RE: UPDATE ON TOURS - 2017

I hope that everyone has had a good off season and Christmas break. It’s that time of year to start preparing for the season ahead. There is a lot on the calendar and plenty of excitement ahead for all.

There are 2 official tours this year namely, the senior tour to Australia (7 Men and 7 Ladies) and then the U14 tour against Zambia to be held in SA.

I would like to fill everyone in as to where we stand with each of these tours plus the unofficial tours planned for this year.

SENIOR TOUR –  1 Men and 1 Ladies against Australia

This will be an official outgoing tour to be held in Warwick over the weekend of 22/23 April. The teams have been chosen at SA Champs last year. Mens coach is Bruce Maclarty and Ladies coach is Gavin Cocker. The preparations for this tour are going well and we wish them the best of luck in Australia.
U14 TOUR – 7 kids against Zambia (Postponed to August)
This will be an official incoming tour to be held on 4/5/6 August at the Paddock Tournament. We will have a relatively inexperienced side that will require a lot of coaching and game time in preparation for this test match. Unfortunately, most of our potential coaches will be tied up with the Senior Tour to Australia, hence my request to postpone from April to August. I did try postponing to the July holidays, but Zambia were not available.
I still believe that we must continue with the selection process of this team and its coach. We therefore will have the following tournaments as selection tournaments:

1. Shongweni Green Horse – 18/19 March

2. Mpumalanga Champs in Bethal – 25/26 March

3. Junior Classic in Mooi River – 1/2 April

It will be compulsory to attend at least 1 of these tournaments to qualify for selection. We will need 2 pools with a minimum of 12 horses in each pool so each child will be required to come up with 4 horses if chosen.
There is just over 2 months till the Junior Classic so I would suggest that horses start getting fit and kids get as much game time as possible between now and then.
VETERANS MASTERS – Test against Zimbabwe (Over 50’s)
This is an un-official tour and will be handled by our Veterans Co-ordinator (Ron Sparrow). There will be 2 teams chosen and the tournament will be held in Bulawayo over the weekend of 19/20/21 May 2017. Anyone requiring info regarding this tour can contact Ron Sparrow on 073 6679923. 
SENIOR QUADRANGULAR – 2 Mens and 2 Ladies Teams against UK and USA
This is an un-official tour and will be held on 10/11 June, the weekend after Natal Champs in Mooi River. My suggestion for choosing the teams would be that the 7 best be chosen for the “A” side (this should theoretically be the team that went to Australia, depending on availability) and then the next 7 best for the “B” side.

However, the selection criteria for this tour will only be finalized at the next Exec Meeting to be held on 18 February. If anyone wants to have an input or suggestions on these criteria, please communicate this through your Provincial delegate in order for it to be part of our discussion.

The idea here is to also incorporate these touring teams into the Natal Champs tournament. This may however be a huge challenge due to the amount of horses that would be required. 

U16 / U19 / U21 – Tests against Zimbabwe and Zambia

This would have been an unofficial tour to be held over the weekend of 14/15 July. We have not had a response from Zimbabwe or Zambia (not through lack of trying), so in all likelihood this tour will not happen. Hopefully we can have some more feedback at our February meeting.
JUNIOR CLASSIC - Format
This year our Junior Classic will be held in Mooi River from the 1 to 5 April. The tournament will be held on the 1/2/3 April with the coaching clinic to be held thereafter on the 4/5 April. The intention will be that the Juniors then move their horses to Richmond and attend the Tegwaans Easter Tournament on 8/9 April. France will be sending a team or some kids to attend our Junior Classic. Caroline Minnaar will provide the French with horses, or make arrangements for them. The French kids will most likely fall into the “B” section of the Junior Classic. 
If anyone has any queries on any of the above, please don’t hesitate to give me a call or drop me an email. I look forward to an eventful and exciting year ahead.
Kind regards

Andrew Heynes

PASA

DIRECTOR OF COACHING

Cell: 082 9030698

Email: Andrew.heynes@omnia.co.za
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