
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
This month was filled with the Land Rover High Goal, final update below… 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 

PRESS RELEASE 

For Immediate Attention 

25 June 2018 
  

Action-Packed Land Rover Durban High Goal Polocrosse Tournament Thrills Crowds 
  

Spectators at the third annual Land Rover Durban High Goal Polocrosse Tournament were treated 
to a perfect weekend of warm winter sunshine, blue skies and world-class equestrian action at the 
province’s premier venue, the Shongweni Polocrosse Club. 
  

Hundreds of spectators were treated to fast-paced polocrosse exploits between Friday 22nd and 
Sunday 24th June from the country’s and some of the world’s highest ranked players most of whom 
will be playing in the upcoming 2019 World Cup. 
  

The Land Rover Durban High Goal featured eight teams consisting of the highest ranked players, 
who took part in the prestigious tournament which was the perfect platform to compete against 
each other at the highest level ahead of next year’s World Cup in Australia. South Africa are the 
defending World Cup champions. 
  

Polocrosse matches are played in three levels - low goal, medium goal and high goal – depending 
on a polocrosse team’s total of each player’s handicap. The term ‘goal’ does not refer to how many 
goals the player scores in a match, but rather indicates the player’s value to the team. 
  

Being a High Goal tournament, each team consisted of six players and an option to buy a wild card 
as their seventh player, thus adding a mystery to the winning team. 
  

The Rokwil men’s team broke team Land Rover’s two-year winning streak, when they beat team 
Kego 32-24 in an exhilarating finale. Second place went to TWK Agri, third place to Kego and 
fourth place to Land Rover.  
  

 
 
 
 

The 9th Chukka 



The Most Valuable Men’s Player Award went to James Hackland of team Rokwil. South African 
team captain Jannie Steenkamp won the Best No. 1 Men’s Player Award, with Best No. 2 John 
Rae (South Africa) and Travis Timm (South Africa) as Best No. 3 for the tournament. 

  

In the final ladies game for the day, team Roski 
lost by one point to Land Rover Evoque with a 
score 23-22.  However, in the overall standings 
following three days of play, team Roski took 
first place ahead of team Evoque, with teams 
Meru Moru in third and team Equest in fourth 
place. 
  

The Best No.1 Ladies Player went to Australian 
Lucy Grills with South Africa’s Karen Cocker as 
Best No.2 and Australia’s Sandy Weston as 
Best No.3. The Most Valuable Ladies Player 
Award was won by Caley Higgs. 
  

 
 
 
 
                           Got to be –“Photo of the Year” 
                             Thank you Shannon Gilson!! 
 
 
 

 
 
The Golden Pony Award in the women’s category was won by Rio, ridden by Natalie MacLarty. In 
the men’s category, the Golden Pony Award was won by Miss Disco, ridden by James Hackland. 
  

Over the three-day tournament, there were eight teams, fifty-six players and about a hundred 
horses which put on a spectacular world-class performance. 
  

Please see below for images, high resolution are available on request. 
Please ensure that the photographer: Shannon Gilson is credited. Images are complimentary 
for media use, provided the correct photo credit is used. Below – Stefan Harris 

  
 
 
  



 
Jannie Steenkamp. 

  

 
Gavin Cocker. 

  



 
Will Weston and Graham Maclarty. 

  

 
Jannie Steenkamp. 

  

Issued on behalf of:  
Land Rover Durban High Goal  
  



Disseminated by: 
Olivia Jones Communications 
  

For more information please contact: 
Olivia Jones Communications 

Cell: 083 653 1720 

Email: media@oliviajones.co.za 
 
  Some history on the Woman’s Golden Pony Award The EMCEE Trophy, 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A Tribute to EMCEE Squared, 
 
August 2002 I was called by a Summerveld, KZN trainer to look at 3 horses for sale.  The deal 
was R9000 all three but they all had to go together.  All unraced, just turned 3 year olds.   I 
arrived at the yard and the trainer was not there. I enquired from the grooms which were 
the horses for sale.  The groom vaguely pointed to a stable for the first one.  I walked in to 
see a petite, pretty little red bay.  Within a few seconds this pretty little filly turned on me, 
ears pinned back and came at me with her mouth open!!  I managed to flee only just 
managing to close the stable door as she rammed the door with her chest leaning over with 
her mouth open and teeth gnashing trying to reach me!  You can imagine how I felt, knees 
trembling I was suddenly not that impressed with this one!!  The grooms were almost rolling 
on the ground laughing as they knew this little minx and had great fun watching me dodging 
her teeth!  I got the groom to tack her up and dodged some more teeth and a few lifted back 
legs to get on her.  I took her to a lunging ring and started riding her.  What an absolute joy, 
within a few seconds I knew this was a natural, I had to have her!!  
 
I rode the other two and they were both talented.  I looked at the breeding and saw that the 
one was out of a mare that was sister to a very good youngster that James Hackland had lost 
from African Horse Sickness.  It had been a very talented youngster.  The other was a filly 
more suited to polo.  Having no money of my own I had to come up with a plan quickly.  I 
wanted this angry little filly more than anything I had ever wanted. 
 
Time to come up with a plan!!!  I went to my father in law at the time and asked to borrow 
R6000.  He asked me when I would pay him back and I bravely said, ‘give me a few weeks’!!  I 
called my friend Beth and she agreed to take the Casey Tibbs for polo unseen.  R3000 into 
my bank account. Now I had the R9000 needed. 
 
My husband at the time, Wayne came with and we took the trip to Summerveld with the 3 
berth.  I arrived with butterflies, hugely excited with my eyes firmly on the little angry, red 
filly.  On seeing Emcee Wayne pointed out her one boxy foot and said he didn’t think it was a 
good idea to buy her.  I rounded on him to say, ‘I don’t care if she has 4 boxy feet I am taking 
her!!!!’  She climbed on the float and I never looked back. 
 
Well as it went I sold the one to James Hackland for R6000 and Beth took the other one.  I 
paid my father in law his money back within a week and I had the most precious horse I will 
ever own in my hands. 
Even though Emcee was a natural she came to me angry and it took me a while to win her 
trust and form a bond, but what a bond we formed.  My children used to say that the only 
thing Emcee loved was me!  She kicked and bit many people, dogs and other horses and her 
natural strength made everyone on the property acknowledge her as the leader of pack.  
Everyone was terrified to blanket her or go in her box but she always came to me and loved 
her cuddles and kisses.  When sad or troubled I always used to sit with her and she soothed 
my mood and I loved her with my whole heart.   I truly feel that we understood each other 
and shared a rare human/animal bond. 
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Emcee played her first tournament a year after I got her. I took her slowly into the game as 
she used to get very uptight in the line outs and I wanted to win her. I wanted this angry little 
filly to trust me.  And that she did.  She stepped out playing with juniors at Greytown in 2003 
and won best pony at her very first tournament. 
 
She fractured her cannon bone in Pretoria at an IPT a few years later.   On X/ray it showed 
that it was not displaced and she needed time.  She stood in the paddock for 2 years and 
came back better than ever.  On X/ray 2 years after the incident the fracture was not visible 
anymore.  During this time Peter Choice approached me to buy an embryo and I agreed.  
Lucky for them she double ovulated and they harvested two embryos and both took and she 
had a beautiful filly and colt, Miss Disco and D.J from two different surrogate mares.  A 
miracle on its own! 
She came out again and we played two amazing seasons. I played with Caroline and Wayne 
and we beat some great A division teams and in 2007 she won S.A. Champs Golden pony.  
What an honour that was! 
 
I got divorced in 2010 and couldn’t afford to play.  I hung onto my girl and stopped playing 
but rode her often and she was my constant companion and friend during these difficult 
years. 
I came back to polocrosse in 2012 and she again came back flying.  Fast and furious she tore 
up the polocrosse field giving me endless joy to just sit on her back.   But at the end of 2015 at 
IPT in Paddock she developed a phleg leg and had to have a season off. I was happy to retire 
her, just to have her safely in the paddock was a joy for me.   During this time I decided to 
breed with her and put her to a stallion I had ridden on the track.  So in January 2017 she 
gave birth to a beautiful filly we called Gee Force. 
 
I brought her back into work with trepidation, always worried for her safety.  But she came 
back almost freakishly better after her foal, eager and fast I remember Gordon Shaw 
commenting at practice, ‘Someone is happy to be back!”  In June 2017 at the Shongweni high 
goal Emcee suffered an aortic rupture in the last minutes of the last chukka of the weekend.  
Although only 16, and not having played hard all her life, it has been explained to me that her 
condition would have been congenital and maybe the fact that she always gave 150% did not 
help her.   No words can explain the loss.  She was my friend, my super star and I loved her 
more than words can describe. 
In tribute to her we donated a trophy, called the ‘Emcee Memorial Floating Trophy’.  To be 
presented to the best ladies pony at the Shongweni High Goal where she gave her life for me. 
It was hugely emotional for me to see her two children play over the weekend and then to 
see Miss Disco winning men’s golden pony.  
 Not only is Miss Disco a legend like her  
Mom, she is ridden and owned by one 
of my dearest friends, James Hackland and 
I am privileged to see her strut her stuff  
at practice most Sunday’s just like her  
mother used to. 
 
May her memory live on and may she 
 gallop furiously in paddocks evergreen! 

 



JUNIOR BARBARIAN 
UPDATE…. 
 
The countdown has begun for the inaugural  
Junior Barbarian tour to South Africa. 
 
U14 and U16 players have been invited from Australia, New Zealand, UK and Zambia to form a 
Barbarian u14 and u16 teams to play against our South African Juniors in an unofficial test match 
which will take place at Shongweni from the 17th to the 19th August. The Barbarian teams will be 
arriving in South Africa on the 9th August and will be playing with clubs at the Paddock tournament. 
We would like to thank our sponsor Moringa for their generous contribution towards the tour. Moringa 
will be launching their product in South Africa shortly. Please support Moringa and try out their 
products.  
 
The South African teams have been announced and I would like to congratulate  
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

U14                    U16 
Sven Bunge     Amy Cocker 
Hylton Choice     Bianca Du Toit 
Nikita Gilks     Megan Hatch   
Lauren Heynes     Micha Van Coller 
Andrew Lynne     Robbie Anderson 
Jake Shaw     Trent Cocker 
Jamin Schuch     Josh Le Roux 
Megan Vorster 
 
Coach – Caroline Minnaar   Coach – Henry Harris 
Manager - Kerry Lynn    Manager – Karen Cocker  

 

 

Barbarian Team 
 
Harry Semmens - Australia   Gemma Stuart - Australia 
Ella Myers – Australia    Julia Stuart - Australia 
Jasmin Bowden - Australia   Chelsea Semmens - Australia 
Daniel Mawson – Zambia   Lara Van Der Heide - Zambia 
Amorette Du Toit – Zambia   Dane Myers - Australia 
Tegan Bristow – UK    Tawa Holyoak – New Zealand 
Sydney Viljoen – SA    Andrew Hall - Zambia 
      Andrew Mawson – Zambia 

 



 
 

“Barbarian Team” 
 Proudly sponsored 
  By Moringa!! 
 

 
Moringa Animal Feed Supplement is coming to South Africa soon! 

“There is absolutely no doubt that Moringa Initiative’s Animal Feed Supplement has 

improved the condition of our horses. It possesses many benefits, acting as an excellent 

source of nutrition. The beauty of Moringa is that it’s 100% natural and contains all 

the essential amino acids, omega oils, protein, minerals, vitamins, antioxidants and anti-

inflammatories. We’re thrilled with the results and recommend Moringa to any horse 

owner.” - Jenny Mawson 

The benefits of introducing Moringa into your horses diet include: 

- Increased endurance and stamina 

- Aids in arthritic joints 

- Increased lactation 

- Excellent coat condition and relief from eczema 

- Cleans anaemic blood 

- Increased bone density 

- Improved immunity and well-being 

- Regular bowel movements  

- Increased liver protection 

 

 

Moringa Initiative is going to be a proud sponsor of the South African Presidents VS 

Barbarian Junior Polocrosse Tournament, where they will be launching their Moringa 

Animal Feed Supplement (AFS) into the country.  

The perfect process 

At Moringa Initiative Ltd. we believe that we have found the perfect processing 

formula - combining growth, cultivation and production. 

Our moringa is grown in well-drained fertile soils of Chisamba, Zambia on a farm that is 

solely dedicated to the production of Moringa products. Our trees are free of pesticides 

and chemicals - with the only thing being added is natural compost, sun, water and rain.  

Moringa seeds are harvested from a selected plantation of mature trees, where they 

are planted directly into the soil. After planting, cattle and chicken manure is added to 

the soil as a natural fertilizer.  



Once our trees have reached their optimal size we tenderly harvest the moringa by 

hand. Once picked, we immediately wash and leave them to dry for a 24 hour period 

through a conventional heat exchange system. This dehydration system not only ensures 

that the nutritional value of the leaves stays intact, but also increases the 

concentrations of the micronutrients.  

Once dried, we process and package the Moringa leaves into 4 different mediums: (1) 

Moringa Miracle Powder, (2) Moringa Miracle Tea, (3) Moringa Miracle Capsules and (4) 

Moringa Animal Feed Supplement.  

What makes Moringa Initiatives AFS unique is the 70:30 ratio of Moringa Leaf: 

Moringa Stem, providing roughage to the diet.   

Moringa Initiative recommends 10g - 30g of Moringa AFS for every 100 kg animal 

weight per day, mixed into the horses normal feed. 

Always make sure that plenty water is available for your horse as supplementation will 

make them thirstier than usual. Herbs as a rule should not be fed to pregnant animals. 

Please consult your vet before feeding Moringa to a broodmare or foal. 

A bit more about the Miracle Plant 

Moringa oleifera is a tree, endemic to Asia, and is the most widely distributed species of 

the family Moringaceae. Moringa oleifera is commonly known as the Tree of Life, 

Mothers Best Friend or the Miracle Tree. The tree is deciduous, growing rapidly even in 

poor soils and is little affected by drought. Although it is native to India and the 

Himalayan mountain range, it has been introduced to many different parts of the world, 

where its reputation as a superfood is gaining much deserved attention. It is considered 

as one of the world’s most useful trees, as all parts of it can be harvested and used as 

a highly nutritious and medicinal consumable.  

Despite being used for its nutritional value in certain parts of the world, the uses and 

benefits of Moringa are still somewhat unknown amongst the western world.  

“It is our goal at Moringa Initiative Ltd. to supply high quality, 100% Pure Moringa 

oleifera products in an effort to improve nutrition and fight malnutrition with nature's 

own superfood, both locally and internationally. We focus on educating people on the 

health benefits of Moringa and encouraging everyone to share this knowledge with 

others.” 

Please visit their website for any queries or further information: www.moringainitiative.com  

Tel: 031 171 0828 / 066 338 9427  

Email: sales@moringainitiative.com  

 

 

http://www.moringainitiative.com/
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NATAL POLOCROSSE RACEDAY – Fundraiser  

 
 

The KZN Clubs pulled together to arrange Sponsors for and attend a DAY AT THE HORSERACES at Scottsville 
Racecourse on Sunday 17th June 2018. 
Sponsors, their Guests and many of our members filled the 120-seater Rockafellas venue. 
Our Sponsors: 
 
BOMBERS EQUESTRIAN EQUIPMENT – Bomber & Trish Nel 
FARMER’S AGRI CARE – Crop Insurance (Paddy O’Sullivan) 
DIETS BY DESIGN – Equine Dietician (Shelhi Horne) 
BRANSON COMMODITIES – Traders (Karen & Andrew Odell) 
IN2ASSETTS – Property Specialists (Andrew Miller - also an 
auctioneer at Thoroughbred Sales)  
BAKER TILLY – Russell & Terence James  
EPOL EQUINE FEEDS – our Main Race Sponsor (Debbie Dick) 
ORIBI ORGANICS – All Natural Tea Tree Oil products (Juliette Classen) 
 
Their Sponsorship collectively helped Polocrosse contribute R3000 to the Coastal Horse Care Unit – a great 
way to support this amazing charity. 
 
We also received support in the form of LUCKY DRAW prizes and FLORAL ARRANGEMENTS from: 
ZULU FLORA – beautiful Proteas 
ORIBI ORGANICS – Tea Tree Oil & a gift hamper 
THE COCKER FAMILY – The best Farm-fresh double-yolk Eggs 
AVONTUUR STUD & WINE ESTATE – Var & Oratorio Red Wine (sponsor of Lyle Hewiston) 
SUNLIFE VITAMINS – Vitamin Hampers (sponsor of Lyle Hewitson) 
GOLD CIRCLE – Betting Vouchers 
PAULA HALDANE – Mrs.P’s Red Wine 
FARM FERT – Chocolates 
STEEL & PIPES FOR AFRICA - NotePads 
IN2ASSETTS - Pens 
BOMBERS - Keyrings 
 
Some Guests were fortunate enough to go behind the scenes and visit the Starting Gates. 
We were also afforded the opportunity to sip Champagne in the Parade Ring, picking out today’s winners and 
tomorrow’s future polocrosse ponies – such fun!  
The opening race of the day saw many of our Guests loyally betting on ex-polocrosse player and now 
champion-elect jockey, Lyle Hewitson. He duly obliged, winning on a horse bred by Roski Stud (Soss Santini) – 
yet another Polocrosse connection! Could it be more special! 
The tote facility inside our venue was a hive of activity from then on – lots of betting fun was had by all!  
The second race saw the winning Trainer receive a Bomber’s Bitting Consultation (including a bit to suit). We 
thank Bomber for putting this prize up and trust that he gains more than sufficient exposure & support. 
After the fourth race, we were treated to a brief fashion expose of Pietermaritzburg-based designer Anika. Her 
models donned 3 of her beautiful designs and paraded amongst the tables. Anika hails from the SCHOOL OF 
FASHION – owned & run by Priscilla Bhika. 
With the advent of Polocrosse Gala Dinners & the like (and maybe more Polocrosse attendance at the Durban 
July and other horseracing events) perhaps we should consider having an outfit designed by these local 
talents! 
Lyle Hewitson then briefly addressed us before the start of the ninth race. His message was largely to support 
our Sponsors, the lifeblood of Sport.  
And on that note, I will end off. Please support our Sponsors. If we make this an annual event, it would be 
great if they partner with us again. 
Possibly each centre should look at hosting a RACEDAY as a fundraiser (Western Cape, Northern Cape, Eastern 
Cape, KZN & Gauteng). I would be happy to assist.  



 



 
 

 

 
 

Nutti Export 2 Berth for sale for R 30 000,  
licensed and RW,  
can be viewed in Howick KZN  
delivery available at extra cost. 
Has storage box, spare wheel,  
spring loaded ramp,  
padded partitions and sides  
and tail gates. 
 

I can be contacted on 082 401 4361 for more info 
 
 
 
  

 

  

 


